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1.

Bagirov, M D/Beria, L PJ

a% POUSesser certaln orgarizationa.
e speaks Russian with an a:zcent
codovery litile formal cdnngtion

He wecerved ni- Naryist educguios

talents, but is extremely we:zk or theery.,
and makes grammatical errors. B
vhich was limited to the rramer
during the years af 2930-1931 in 2

Begirov!s career can be 4ividsd iptc the oo
tegan during the British cccupation of Anecrd
en lmportact role clasndestinely as ehiet e v
the Cheka ir Baku).

> join2d the Party in 1917, oia woliticel face wu: - lear durizg *this

The zeccnd period covers the time vhen the fate of szernaLjan  vas being sealed
by the bolshevike in 1920. Beria was then directing .uo unde. eTound ,
xet Bagirov and his sieter, vhom Beria married. Upcn the seizure of pazjan
by the bolsheviks, Bagirov tecame the tead of the Cheka and Beris his assistars,
Beips s Csorglan, Beria could not be given the command of the Uheka in
Azerhaijen, . tkherefore, Bagirov, win wae g Turl Azerhel taris
ic reslity, however, the Baku Cheka was run by Beria.

The third period of Bagirov®s career took Place during the years of colleciivi-
zation (1028. 1929) apd the years of the first purge through 1933. The consoli-
dation of bolshevik power in the Caucasus during tbese years was characterized
b¥ the cocoperation with the bolsheviks on tie part of “"pational" Comminisis,
who jin reality were the forerunners o T:+ni sm. HYrwever, toward the end of
1929 the ligquidation of thess pational Cenmanisis raz order-d by Moscow. To
achieve this it Lecame recectsry i rezarr to teniv and Sralin elogans calling
for the creation of natinuai republize withiv the :rbit of Moscow. It wac
Bagirov wno liquidated *he nationa Commnists ¢ Azerteijan - Bupaidzgve,
Ckhundov, Sultensr and Narimance. The £ centraiization of power
¥as 5000 wnn and a1l appointments vors mads Yy Mostuw. Dagirev first was made
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Chalrman of the Council of Ministere, and later firs+ vecretary of the
Central Committee o. Azerbaijan.,. At the came time Beria received the
post of deputy chief of the uegorgilan GPU end later became its head. After
1931, Peria wo. made secretary of the Gecralan Central Committee {es Bagirov
ir Azerbafjan), ' -

Then ceme the fourth period of Bagirov'e career, 1937-1941. In 1937 there
vere twelve Union Republics in the Soviet Union and while all republ:ican
secretaries except Beria and Bagirov were liguidated, these two, rot only
gurvived but were sdmitted Into the Certra® Committee. Im 1937 the Central
Committee consisted of 128 membern aud only 15 (excluding the Politburc) re-
mained free, emong them Beria angd Bagirow vhich speeke vell for their .
rolitical shrewdness and clevernesg. In 1937 Beria flew to Moscow and
succeeded in forcing an investigation of Yezhovis eclivities by & commisszion
headed by Molotoy, as a result of which Beris replacer Yezhov and began his
Moscow or national career,

Bagirov drinks, smokes and 1s goclable. Although independent by nature,
he was a tool in the hands of StR1in whom he served ideclegically and not oy anv
design. Among th. Azerbeijanians Beglrov elvays 2njoyed the reputation

of being a Turkophobe aad a Russophile. He ir & practical man and ar L

organizer, but not s theoretician. Hiz writing isc done for him by his

Party apperstus. After Beria he is the best informed man or MVD
techniques. ILike Stalin and Berla, Bagirov is a product of the Oriental
political training,- outwardly loyal and irvardly treacherous, One cannot .
trust him.

Bugirov has a thorough knowledge of the Fear ‘and Middle Eest, te people,
itheir psychol'..r and bistory., He iz conaidered a speciailst 1w diversiguist
‘wtivities in Iran, Turkish Azertai jan rd even the Arab States of the
Near East, and Soviet intelligence 4. .wav: works with him.

LY
The present stage . Bagirov's caresr vas hn: eleciion as an alternatn
member of the Presidium. Hovever, in April of 05 e vas relieved
of his jeo as firet secretary o Azerbaian ver owais put back in the ob
f Chairman of the Council of Ministers ~° Azerba 1;8%, . This is defiritely
7 demotion. The former MVD minister «° Azerial AT Yekubov  (a Turk Y vaw

made the first secretary in Place of Bagi:v«. .5 .010v thuz has become #2
master ¢’ zerbat jan thich, of ccurse, throv: ;4 ehedow on his Prer:dium
Jot. How he couiu ve demoted while Beriy is the sir¥ngent’ dan in the
Soviet Union is not clear yet,
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